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Presentation plan

* Research project

* What image do practitioners have of fathers
evolving/moving in a context of vulnerability?

 What are the means developed by practitioners
to include fathers in the services offered?

* What perceptions do practitioners hold of
members’ of a father’s social network as
facilitating or adversely affecting the exercise of
parents’ role?
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Parents
(n=129)

1 R " t Practitioners
. Recruitmen (n=60)

Targets (n=63) Witnesses (n=66)
Mothers(n=49) Mothers(n=47)
Fathers(n=14) Fathers(n=19)

2. Data- The art ofbeinc parent:

Gathering Parent's «Childrearing practices
Characteristics and *The feeling of parental adequacy
SIS « Memories with child

Interview 1 e Future memories

Social network and

Interview 2 intervention The art of helping a parent
practices

3. Spin-off Intervention tools based on parenting skills and informal support
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Characteristics
Sex F: 53 M:7
Age m= 42.9 years old (23 to 76 years old)
Organisation CLSC: 29 CO: 20 CJ. 11
Education Social Work: 17
Psychoeducation 14
Nursing: 7
Psychology:5
Other university or college degree 11
High School 6

Years of m= 14,1 (3 to 46 years)
experience
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Vulnerable fathers...
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Three types of « fathers »

 Fathers who live with the mother

« Fathers who do no longer live with the
mother

» « Boyfriends » who are in a relationship
with the mother and have contact with the
children
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Two questions

* I'll now ask you to complete the following
sentences while thinking about these
persons :

« Thinking of (type of father), in regards to the
mothers....

* | would like them to start to :
* | would like them to continue to:
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Fathers who live with the mother

* | would like them to start to :
* Be involved/Feel responsible(3/4)
 Become more aware
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Fathers who live with the mother

| would like them to continue to:
* Be present for the child (1/3)
* Be a support for the mother (1/3)
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Fathers who no longer live with the
mother

N

* | would like them to start to :
* Be involved with their child (1/2)
« Become more aware (1/4)

* Team up with their ex-wife(1/4)
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Fathers who no longer live with the
mother

* | would like them to continue to:

* Be involved (2/3)
» Custody of the child

« Respect the mother of the child (ex-girlfriend)
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« Boyfriends » who are In a relationship with
the mother and have contact with the

| would like them to start to : children

* Leave more space for (1/4):
* The mother

» The father
* The child

« Assume his place (1/4)
 Become more aware (1/4)
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« Boyfriends » who are In a relationship with
the mother and have contact with the

| would like them to continue to: children

* Be Involve (1/3):
* Globally
* Moderately/Gradually

* Be a support to the mother
* Love the mother
e Think of the family
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Findings/Observations

* The presence of a negative perception of
fathers,

 The lack of consensus about what fathers
are doing and what they should start to do.
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What about the father’s social
network?
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Members of the father’s social network

* Looking at the informal social network
diagram, practitioners had to identify those
who help the most and those who harm

the quality of parenting




Social network members

Persons
that help

Persons
that harm

Persons
that help

Persons

that harm

Mothers

Fat

hers

Mother

50.0%

45.0 %

53.1%

18.0%

Father of the child or « boyfriend »
Mother of the child or « girlfriend »

30.0 %

58.3 %

51.0%

28.0%

Father

6.7 %

18.3 %

20.4%

14.0%

SRS

53.3 %

21.7 %

14.3%

54.0%

Neighbors

25.0 %

8.3 %

8.2%

2.0%

Parents met in a group

31.7 %

3.3 %

6.1%

0.0%

Grand-mother

35.0 %

3.3 %

4.1%

2.0%

Grand-father

21.7 %

3.3 %

4.1%

2.0%

Father -in-law

6.7 %

10.0 %

4.1%

10.0%

Mother -in-law

10.0 %

20.0 %

4.1%

16.0%

Ex-boyfriend/girlfriend

1.7 %

13.3 %

2.0%

16.0%

17
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Developed means of intervention

» Over time, have you developed
approaches or means of intervention that
help fathers to better respond to their child’s
needs (whether they live with the mother
and the child or not)? If yes, can you give
one or two examples you think are
Interesting?
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Developed means of intervention

« Adaptation of services (1/3)
« Schedule
« Developing new activities
« Specific contents

* Modification of practices (2/3)
* Contacts
« Specific contents
* “Forced” involvement
« Bring fathers' to recognize their value
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More findings/Observations

* \We notice that one out of two practitioners
identify fathers’ mothers as being helpful
to the parent but no one has developed a
mean of intervention to include them...

Even though we recognize the importance
of the father’s role, whether for the child or
as an important support to the mother,

most see him as harmful to her parenting
role.
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A few thoughts from service providers:
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A few thoughts from service providers:
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A few thoughts from service providers:
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Conclusion

* We ask of fathers to be more aware of
their role and their importance... Have we,

as practitioners, done this ourselves?
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* cuisine collective, atelier, maison de la famille, groupe d'entraide, groupe de loisir (bowling...),

groupe paroissial, bénévolat, etc... T




